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Since February 24, 2022, warfare has been ongoing on the territory of Ukraine. Many
Ukrainian citizens, fleeing the war, found refuge in Poland. Their arrival in such large
numbers (at its peak, it was over a million Ukrainian citizens) resulted in the need to
legally regulate the forms of assistance provided by the Polish State to war refugees,
which was expressed primarily in the Act of March 12, 2022 on assistance to Ukrainian
citizens in connection with the armed conflict on the territory of that country. This Act
regulates, among other things, the principles of legalizing the stay of Ukrainian citizens
who arrived on the territory of the Republic of Poland from the territory of Ukraine in
connection with warfare conducted on the territory of that country and the forms of
assistance provided by voivodes, local government units and other entities to Ukrainian
citizens.

One of the forms of assistance is the participation of Ukrainian citizens in classes
conducted by social integration centers. This assistance is directed to Ukrainian citizens
who legally arrived in the territory of the Republic of Poland in the period from February
24, 2022 to the date specified in the regulations issued by the Council of Ministers.
Therefore, if such persons declare their intention to stay in the territory of the Republic
of Poland, their stay in this territory is considered legal until September 30, 2025. The
stay of a child born in the territory of the Republic of Poland to a Ukrainian citizen who
arrived in Poland on or after February 24, 2022 is also considered legal.

The Social Integration Center is an institution implementing a specialized program of
work with socially excluded people or those at risk of exclusion, within a specified
period.

The activities of social integration centers are specified in the provisions of the Act of 13
June 2003 on social employment (consolidated text Journal of Laws of 2025, item 83).



Free legal aid, citizen advice, free mediation.
Do you have legal questions or need citizen support?

Take advantage of free help!

How to apply? 📞 Call: 616 463 344 (Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.)
📧 Write: npp@um.poznan.pl

The aim of these units is the professional and social activation of people subject to
social exclusion who, due to their life situation, cannot meet their basic life needs
through their own efforts, are in a situation that causes poverty and prevents or limits
their participation in professional, social and family life.

Social integration centres implement professional and social reintegration through the
following services:

training in skills that enable people to fulfil social roles and achieve social positions
available to people who are not subject to social exclusion,
acquiring professional skills and vocational training, retraining or improving
professional qualifications,
learning how to plan life and meet one’s needs through one’s own efforts, especially
through the possibility of generating one’s own income through employment or
business activity,
teaching skills and rational management of one’s financial resources.

The primary task of the centres is to rebuild and maintain the ability of socially excluded
people to independently and effectively perform social roles and to move independently
on the labour market, leading to employment in various forms, i.e. on the basis of an
employment contract or self-employment.

Pursuant to art. 24a of the aforementioned act, a citizen of Ukraine residing in the
territory of the Republic of Poland may be referred to participate in classes conducted
by a social integration centre. Before being referred to participate in such classes, a
citizen of Ukraine submits a statement of life situation to a social welfare centre or a
social services centre.

In the long term, Ukrainian citizens will be able to benefit from an offer that goes
beyond social assistance provided by foreigner integration centres. Integration activities
carried out in foreigner integration centres are aimed at third-country nationals in
terms of integration with Polish society through:

advice on the labour market,
Polish language training,
cultural assistance (e.g. assistance in enrolling children in school),
specialist advice (e.g. psychological, legal).


